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13Ready
He’s ready but his 
rhymes are whack...
can you help?

10Sabbatical
The plunge! How so 
called risks can lead to 
big, exponential gains.

4 Experience
From analyzing minions in 
Hollywood to photographing 
a Kilimanjaro honeymoon.

6 Education
“Education is the most 
powerful weapon which 
you can use to change 
the world.”

2 Editor’s Note
One man’s journey to learn 
more about the world and 
the lessons learned.

Thanks for reading!



EDITOR’S NOTE

Every journey has an end. But com-
ing home has been the start of  a new 

journey with a new perspective.
 David took a leap of  faith and took a 
temporary break for the past two years to 
pursue an education in the world and its 
peoples. Always curious but some times 
cautious, the experience exposed him to 
the differences and similarities that we all 
share as people. 
 Travel has a way to upend the old 
and bring in the new. Combined with the 
zeal to understand the world and a goal 
of  giving back, David now understands 
what it means to be a “global citizen.” 
 Upon returning to the US, David 
has continued his philanthropy work in 
his local community and has been taking 
classes in Design, Marketing, and Pho-
tography. He hopes to continue where he 
left off by combining his design-centric 
analytical and storytelling skills to help 
change the world.

Coming Home

DAVID WEN
Editor in Chief

Munenga Village, Zambia 2015 Kids at Malaihka not only 
taught me how to properly 
use a water pump but some 
key lessons in life.

MALAIHKA SCHOOL
FOR THE BLIND
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Worked with KPMG Bay 
Area and Los Angeles. 
Extremely great learning 
experience to be exposed 
to so much at a young 
age.

• Business Process Reviews
• Software License Reviews
• Internal Audits
• Data Mining

KPMG
Exp. Associate,
Risk Consulting
(Jan’11 - Oct’12)

Working in the movie in-
dustry with the Strategic 
Planning team taught  
me how to put myself  in 
the shoes of  a consumer 
and analyze number sets.

• Business Analysis
• Consumer Insights
• P&L Management
• Forecasting & Reporting
• KPI Monitoring
• Regression Analysis

NBCUniversal
Senior Analyst,

Strategic Planning
(Oct’12 - Feb’15)

Decided I wanted to learn  
more about the world and 
myself. Invaluable experi-
ence that taught me the 
importance of  global citi-
zenship and ended with a 
lesson about my heritage.

• Market Research
• Photography Services
• Education
• Conservation

SABBATICAL
Volunteer & Travel

(2015 - 2017)
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“Education
is the most powerful 

weapon which you can use 
to change the world.”

- Mandela

Education has always been an 
important part of  my up-
bringing because my parents 

never had one. Growing up under 
the Cultural Revolution in China 
meant persecution for my family. 
And no formal education. So provid-
ing a quality education for their chil-
dren was of  utmost importance.
 

 Access to education opened up 
the world to me. But unfortunately, 
education is still a luxury for many. 
It was inspiring to meet educators 
around the world, such as Mr. Mweet-
wa from Zambia, who is dedicating 
his life to promote education in rural 
villages. Education willalways hold a 
special place in my heart.

2010

Mr. Mweetwa (above) has seen 
firsthand the transformative 
powers of education. Now he’s 
trying to instill these lessons to 
rural youth.

THE POWER OF EDUCATION

DUCATIONE

6

UCLA
B.A. Business Economics

Minors: Accounting, Chinese

East China
Normal University

(Summer)

National Chengchi
University
(Summer)

Lowell High School

2006 2008 2009



Namibia’s Deadvlei, meaning 
“dead marsh,” is a white clay 
pan filled with dead trees, 
surrounded by some of the 
world’s largest sand dunes.
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“Never doubt that a small group of  thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

-Margaret Mead

Inspired by the 
stories told be-
hind those icon-

ic, yellow NatGeo 
frames of  nomadic

tribes lost to society and of  a real-life 
Lion King, it was always a dream of  
mine to see the world. I just didn’t 
think it was a possibility growing up.
 From volunteering in conser-
vation to learning more about HIV 
in South Africa, it doesn’t take a 
NatGeo badge to do NatGeo things. 
You just need curiosity.

 The biggest takeaway was  
that despite the unique differences 
that define the world, at the end of  
the day, we are all similar. In our 
dreams. Our problems. We are 
all fighting for similar goals. The 
phrase, “Don’t judge a book by its 
cover,” has never been more rele-
vant.
 What started as a journey for 
myself  ended as a selfless realiza-
tion  of  the innate connectedness 
we all share.

LESSONS LEARNED

INTO THE UNKNOWN

SABBATICAL
TA L E S  F RO M  A RO U N D  T H E  WO R L D

S t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d  P h o t o g r a p h y
b y  D a v i d  We n



CULTURE

FAMILYPHOTOGRAPHY

EDUCATIONCONSERVATION

ADVENTURE

COOKING LESSONS (ZAMBIA)
Making Nshima (maize and water) is harder than it looks 
and requires not only skill and patience but extremely 
strong arms. Much respect to African women who not 
only cook but fetch gallons and gallons of  water each day.

SAVING ELEPHANTS (ZAMBIA)
When Sandy Simpson (left) read a NatGeo article that 
highlighted the plight of  elephants, he returned to his 
native Kenya to work in elephant conservation.  In-
spired, I decided to  volunteer my time to help  his NGO.

TEACHING AROUND THE WORLD
The ability to connect to a new culture through educa-
tion is invaluable. I was inspired by  students and teach-
ers from all walks of  life; I especially enjoyed teaching 
in Vietnam because students were so happy to learn.

ANNAPURNA CIRCUIT (NEPAL)
It was always a dream of  mine to visit the Hima-
layas. While there was a fuel crisis in Nepal at the 
time due to political issues with India, it meant 
the mountains were empty of  trekkers...perfect!

KILIMANJARO BIRTHDAY (TANZANIA)
To celebrate my birthday, I decided to climb Kili-
manjaro. So I partnered with a local tour compa-
ny to photograph a French couple’s honeymoon ex-
pedition. Grueling, challenging, but rewarding!

EXPLORING CULTURAL ROOTS (CHINA)
“Who am I?” It’s a question I’ve always pondered be-
ing 1st-generation Chinese American. So it was a 
priceless experience to visit the village of  my ances-
tors in Taishan, China with all my family members.

INDIA CHINAUSA ZIMBABWE ZAMBIA BOTSWANA NAMIBIA S. AFRICALESOTHO TANZANIA EGYPT ISRAEL PALESTINE SINGAPORE MALAYSIA INDONESIA THAILAND VIETNAMCAMBODIA LAOS NEPALSRI LANKADUBAIJORDAN
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Dear Reader,

I am ready,

To be that leader,

Ready to learn, to contribute, to be handy,

If  you allow,

I will give it my all and that’s my vow,

Let’s grab coffee or tea,

To get to know you and to get to know me,

I’m on a mission to make a change,

So...can that be arranged?

READY
THANK YOU

LET’S CHAT

www.linkedin.com/in/wendavid www.saywen.com www.facebook.com/davidsaywen

dwen619@gmail.com 1.415.342.9516San Francisco, CA
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